
 

 
AFRP FUNDING INCREASED TO $2.25 MILLION FOR FY 2017 

NAFA persistence continues to pay dividends in its efforts to secure enhanced research funding for the Alfalfa Seed and 
Alfalfa Forage Systems Research Program (AFRP). Both the House and Senate recently passed a $1 trillion omnibus 
spending bill which avoids a government shutdown and funds the government through September. Fortunately, the bill 
also included an increase of $250,000 over the previous year’s AFRP award bringing the total FY 2017 appropriation to 
$2.25 million to fund alfalfa-related research. The spending bill will now head to President’s desk for signature.  

For years now, NAFA representatives have underscored to lawmakers the critical need for research funding for the alfalfa 
industry. NAFA’s effort to procure research funding began with the 2008 Farm Bill in which it was successful in securing 
language authorizing the AFRP under the bill’s High Priority Research and Extension Areas. Working with Congressional 
offices, NAFA was able to maintain the AFRP language in the 2014 Farm Bill, providing continued authorizing language 
for the program. 

In 2014, thanks to Senator Jerry Moran (R-KS), $1.35 million in funding for the AFRP was included in the FY ´14 budget 
reconciliation bill. Funding for the AFRP continued in FY ´15 at $1.35 million, and increased to $2 million in FY ´16. Now, 
with funding at $2.25 million, AFRP will focus on industry priorities of: 1) Increasing alfalfa forage and seed yields and 
forage quality through improved management practices, plant breeding, and other strategies to reduce biotic and abiotic 
stresses and costs of production; 2) Improving alfalfa forage and seed harvest and storage systems to optimize economic 
returns to alfalfa producers as well as end-users including milk producers; 3) Developing methods to estimate alfalfa 
forage yield and quality to support marketing as a livestock feed and instruments to reduce producer risks; and 4) 
Exploring new uses for alfalfa such as in fish feeds, nutritive supplements, high-value chemical manufacturing, or other 
novel uses. 
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