
 
 
FGI, CAL WEST HOST NAFA SUMMER BOARD MEETING  
Lush fields of green and the rolling hills of Wisconsin greeted NAFA board members as they gathered in La Crosse for 
NAFA’s annual summer board meeting held June 25 & 26. As hosts, both Forage Genetics International (FGI) and Cal 
West Seeds provided meals, refreshments, and tours of their research facilities and plots.  

The first day of NAFA’s summer board meeting featured an update via telephone from Brandon Harder, Legislative 
Assistant to Senator Jerry Moran (R-KS), who provided board members with information regarding language in the FY 
2014 Senate Ag Appropriations bill which recommends USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) allocate, 
“$1,500,000 to support research into the improvement of yields, creation of new uses of alfalfa and forages for bioenergy, 
and the development of new storage and harvest systems.” This was a welcome development and one which 
demonstrates the progress of NAFA’s efforts to bolster research funding for alfalfa and forage crops in Washington, D.C.  

Caird Rexroad, Associate Administrator of USDA’s Agricultural Research Service, also joined the board meeting via 
telephone to update the board on the budget situation at the ARS facility in Prosser, WA, and the progress in identifying 
replacements for Jeff Steiner (former ARS National Program Leader for Pasture, Forage and Rangeland Systems) who 
resigned to take a position with Colorado State University and Neal Martin (former director of the U.S. Dairy Forage 
Research Center) who retired.  

Following lunch, the board was given a comprehensive tour of FGI’s research plots and facilities.   

Day two of NAFA’s board meeting was hosted by Cal West Seeds and included a tour of its facilities and research plots, 
as well as a presentation which reviewed the company’s trait development and marketing plans.   

NAFA would like to specially thank Mark McCaslin of FGI and Lean Herried of Cal West Seeds and all of the folks at those 
locations for the generous use and tours of their facilities, for providing meals and refreshments, and for their hospitality in 
jointly hosting NAFA’s 2013 summer board meeting.  
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